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LEAD-IN ACTIVITIES
1. Predicting.
From the title discuss what you think the text is about.
Have you ever heard of the greenhouse effect and global warming? What do
you know about environmental problems?

2. Find out the meaning of the words related to this topic and use them
to complete the sentences below.

Greening, ecology, extinct, endangered species, rain forest,
environmentalist, ozone layer, acid rain, greenhouse effect, global warming,
solar energy, fuel-efficient, recycling, deforestation, hazardous waste, non-
toxic, habitats, emissions.

1) Because there are so many people today using the natural resources
oftheworld, .................... has become an important concern.

2) The ....covvvevninnnne. is noticeable in the warmer temperatures
that we have experienced over the last two decades.

3) The desert home was powered entirely by ...................... .

4) The smoke from the steel mills in Indiana mixes with the moisture
in the air and falls as .................oooel. in the Adirondack
Mountains of New York, killing trees and polluting rivers.

5) leads to climatic and environmental
changes that sometimes cause rich agricultural regions to become
desert wastelands.

6) The program to plant trees along the downtown boulevards is one
aspect of the mayors plan for the ................. of the city.

7) Food preservatives are thought to be .................... when they
are used in small amounts.

8) Some chemicals used in refrigerators and in the production of
foam plastics reduce the ......................... , allowing harmful
ultraviolet radiation to enter, thereby contributing to skin cancer.

9) The orangutan, rhinoceros, and falcon are .................... .

10) Small cars are generally more ....................... than larger ones.

CEBACTONOILCLE R

,
|j BHHEHYA

VHIBEPCHTET


http://www.novapdf.com
http://www.novapdf.com

5

1) i may be in opposition to commercial interests
of big corporations.

12) Dinosaurs and the giant mammoths are now .......................... .

13) i newspapers helps to preserve forests, since
fewer trees have to be cut down to make pulp.

14) The largest ......c.ccceveueenennn. in the world are found in South
America.

15) An old car battery is .................. and must be disposed of
properly.

) is causing some melting of the polar ice
caps, resulting in increased coastal flooding.

17) Carbon dioxide ................ Must be cut if we want to stop

polluting the air.

18) As cities expand, many animals are being driven from their natural

ARTICLE 1.

Read the article.
A GLOOMY PICTURE

The environment is everything that surrounds and affects the
character and growth of living things. When talking about environmental
problems, ecological issues cannot be separated from their effect on
mankind, nor can human actions be separated from their effect on the
ecology. The condition of life, our daily actions, and the state of the global
environment are interdependent, yet often .this interdependence is
overlooked. We have spent thousands of years fighting for our survival. Yet
now we have discovered that our planet is under threat and, to make matters
worse, it's all our fault.

The rainforests are dying, rare plant and animal species are
disappearing, rivers and seas are being contaminated, crops are failing to
grow, people are dying of hunger and the air is being polluted.

Fortunately, it is not too late to solve these problems. We have the
time, the money and even the technology to prepare the way for a better,
cleaner and safer future. We can plant trees and adopt animals. We can
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create parks for endangered species. We can put pressure on those in power
to take action. Together we save our planet. All we need to do is open our
eyes and act immediately.

What follows is a summary of the environmental issues.

Population Explosion

Today the planet holds more than 6 billion people. Global
population has doubled in the last 40 years and is expected to double again
by 2050, with 90 percent of that increase occurring in developing countries.

African nations are expanding at the fastest rate. In the year 2000,
Africa will have 900 million people with an annual population growth of 3
percent. Nigeria, Africa's most populous country, will soar from 112 million
to 274 million. China, now the most populous country in the world with 1.2
billion people, will retain the lead with a population expected to reach over
1.5 billion by the year 2050.

Hunger

Despite claims that there is less famine in the world today, over
150 million children go to bed hungry, every night. According to a United
Nations report, 37 percent of people in India cannot buy enough food to feed
their families, and in the Horn of Africa it is estimated that more than 20
million people, mostly women and children are at risk of starving. The
United Nation's Food and Agriculture Organization reports that there are
more than 786 million underfed people in developing nations. But the
developing countries are not alone.

The United States is not exempt. Due to the recession and
structural changes in the economy, a record number of 23 million people, or
10 percent of Americans, were dependent on food stamps in 1992, over half
were, families with children under the age of 5. We are looking at one
quarter of the globe plagued with hunger and lacking the most basic needs in
life.

From “The Week”
Activities
1. Find out the meaning of the words and use them in sentences of your
own.
Explosion, famine, retain, starve, underfed, exempt, recession, plague.

2. Answer the questions.
1) What can you say about the population explosion in the world?
2) There are about 6 billion people on our planet and the population

is still growing. Newly born people need more and more food,
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goods and modern conveniences. How can this problem be
solved?

3) One of the environmental problems affecting the world is a
shortage of food. People in some countries suffer from hunger.
How do you think this problem could be solved?

3. Translate the sentences into English.

1) Hacenenue Bcero Mupa yBeIW4MBAETCS M3 TO/IA B TOJI.

2) OKkoJO IOJOBMHBI HACENeHMS IUTAaHEThl HE IONY4aroT NUTaTeIbHBIX
BEIIIECTB B TOM KOJMYECTBE, KOTOPOE MO3BOIMIO OBl UM BECTH 37I0POBYIO
TIOJTHOLIEHHYIO JKM3Hb. HemocTaToK MHOTMX BEIIECTB CKa3bIBAaeTCsl Ha
(PU3MYECKOM M YMCTBEHHOM Pa3BUTHH YEJIOBEKA.

3) 3ammra IpUPOJIHI CTajla OJHOW U3 CAMBIX aKTyaIBHBIX MpodiieM 20 Beka.
4) Taxue >KU3HEHHO Ba)KHBIE PECYPCHI, KaK BO3/YyX, BOJA, MUHEPAJIBI, TaK
e Kak ¢uiopa u (ayHa, pacTpauyrBarOTCs MOHAIIPACHY WIIM YHHUYTOXKAIOTCS.
5) Kaxzplif rog MpUHUMAIOTCS HOBBIE 3aKOHBI, II€TbI0 KOTOPBIX SIBIISIETCS
3alUTUTh aTMoc(epy OT 3arps3HEHHs, COXPAHUTH 3eMHBIE PECypChHl, HE
JIONYCTUTh YHUUTOXXECHUS pACTeHUH, )KMBOTHBIX U IITHII.

6) HeoOxonnmo GepesxHo oOpariaThest ¢ MPUPOIOH, YTOOBI COXPAHHUTH ATO
COKPOBHIIIE JUISl HAIINX JAETeH U BHYKOB.

ARTICLE 2.
Read the article.
POLLUTION
For many people, the most alarming of all human assaults on the
environment is the contamination of air, earth and water from dumping.
Another big problem is water pollution. Do you like swimming in the sea or
drinking a cool glass of water on a hot day? These simple pleasures may
soon become a thing of the past. Factories are polluting our rivers and lakes
with dangerous chemicals. Oil tankers are releasing thick, black oil into our
oceans. Tons and tons of industrial and domestic waste are poured into our
seas. Consequently, sea life is threatened with extinction Evidence of
dumping can be found everywhere, done by individuals and large
corporations .alike. Hong Kong dumps more than 1,000 tons of plastic a day.
Americans throw away 16 billion disposable diapers each year. Open sewage
drains and festering landfills are common sites in many parts of the world.
In a small Malaysian village, babies are born deformed and
children die of rare illnesses are caused by exposure to radiation, from a
multinational company that set up business in this small community.
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Luxury cruise liners that carry millions of passengers to remote
corners of the globe are polluting the seas and endangering marine life.
These cruise holidays are increasingly popular but the ships are like floating
cities without any rules on sewage and waste disposal.

Creatures of the sea are also vulnerable to pollutants that enter the
rivers, lakes, and oceans of the world. Over half of the world's population
lives along coastlines that ate being increasingly polluted by sewage,
industrial waste water, and runoff from cities and farms. Half of the fish in
these areas polluted by toxic chemicals fail to spawn, and many die.

Air pollution is another important issue. The cars and factories in
and around our cities are giving off dangerous fumes. In the past few years,
more and more people than ever before have developed allergies and
breathing problems. If we don't do something now, our cities will become
impossible to live in.

From “The Week”

Activities
1. Find out the meaning of the words and use them in sentences of
your own.
Vulnerable, pollutant, alarming, contamination, dumping, domestic
waste, pour, disposable, sewage, festering.

2. Answer the questions.

1) What in your opinion are the most serious environmental
problems nowadays?

2) Can you give any examples of the result of people’s disastrous
activity?

3) Where does air pollution in the cities mostly come from?

4) What role do industrial enterprises play in the pollution of the
environment?

5) Isitnecessary to neutralize environmentally dangerous factors?

3. Using the notes below discuss the problems and how they can be
solved.

Problems oil slicks, noise, smog, congestion, gas emissions, careless

dispo\@ah% waste, unnecessary packaging, dumping oil/toxic
3
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Solutions radar systems, filters, fines, unleaded petrol, better public
transport, ban on careless disposal of rubbish, improved
waste disposal systems, etc

4. Translate into English.

1) BeicTpo pacTymue ropojia CIycKaroT OTXO/IBI B BOAY PEK U MOpEH,
TIPEANPUSTHSL BBIOPACKIBAIOT B aTMOC(Epy JbIM, BOABI PEK U 03ep
3arpsi3HEHBI U TEPSIIOT CBOIO KPAaCoTYy.

2) UYrto0Obl yMEHBIIUTH KOJIMYECTBO OTPABIISIOIINX Ta30B B BO3IYXE,
HEOOXOMMO CTPOUTH HOBBIE OYMCTHUTEIILHBIE COOPYKEHHUSL.

3) C kaXIbIM rojIoM KOJIMYECTBO JIAHHEPOB YBEINYHUBACTCS, OHU
MyTEIIECTBYIOT B CaMbI€ OT/AJIEHHBIE K30THUECKUE YTOJIKH MUDA.

4) JlaiiHepsl BEIOPACHIBAIOT B OKEaH OIACHBIE BEIIECTBA, HEYUCTOTHI U
BBIKQYMBAIOT TaJJIOHBI TPIOMHOM BOJIBI, KOTOPBIE OKA3bIBAIOT
BpEIHOE BO3/AEHCTBHE Ha KOCUCTEMY.

5) Jlroau cBOMMHM AEHCTBUSIMU YacTO HAHOCAT yuiep0 npupone. B
pe3ysbTaTe CeroHs OrnacHo ecTh pbI0y, MOWMaHHYIO B peKe, U
rpuOBI, COOpaHHBIE B JIECY, IOTOMY YTO OHH MOT'YT OBITh
3apa’keHHBIMU.

ARTICLE 3.
Read the article
THE ELECTRIC MOUNTAIN

Electronic waste — or e-waste — is one of the fastest growing forms
of rubbish. Whereas in the past we expected to keep electronic goods for
years, calling out the repair man when they went wrong, they are now so
cheap that we are happy to throw them out. In fact we have little choice,
because many goods are no longer designed to be repaired. The British
throw away at least one million tons of electrical equipment a year. During
an average lifetime, each of us will dispose of 12 washing machines, ten
fridges, eight cookers, three dishwashers, 95 small household appliances
(such as vacuum cleaners and irons), 35 pieces of IT equipment, and 55
pieces of recreational equipment (such as TVs and camcorders). These
products are hard to recycle because of the toxins they contain: the glass
used in TV sets and computer monitors, for instance, contains lead which is
extremely hard to extract and treat. Mobile phone batteries are the most
toxic of all: they often have to be sent to specialist plants on the Continent
to extract the lithium, nickel and cadmium. At present, 90 % of electronic
waste simply ends up in landfills. But a new EU directive aims to improve
matters by making manufacturers and retailers responsible for collecting
goods and sending them for recycling.

Create PDF files without this message by purchasing novaPDF printer (http://www.novapdf.com)

10

Activities
1. Find out the meaning of the words and use them in sentences of your
own.
Pellet, impact, dispose of, appliance, extract, retailer, accessible, exhilarate.

2. Answer the questions.

1) What do you think high-tech pollution is?

2) Why is the use of imperfect technological processes fraught with
dangerous consequences?

3) Why are these products hard to recycle?

4) What should be done to prevent this type of pollution?

3. Find the odd word out. Explain their usage.
a) dump, disregard, dispose, discard

b) waste, garbage, litter, pollution

¢) recycle, reuse, redo, reprocess

d) toxin, poison, venom, garbage

4. Translate into English.

1. Kak OBl CTpaHHO 3TO HE Ka3alloCh, HO HA CETOMHSIIHUI JCHBb
mepepaboTka  BBICOKOTEXHOJOTHYHBIX OTXOJIOB  SIBJISIETCSI
Cephe3HOM MPOOIEMOIA.

2.  Cpok ciryObl KOMITBIOTEPA, B CPETHEM, COCTABIISCT 5 JIET, OHAKO
YCOBEpIIEHCTBOBAHUE TEXHOJNOTUH U pe3Koe TaJeHue IeH
YMEHBIIAIOT 3TOT MOKA3aTeNb.

3. Kaxnapiii rom B ['epMaHuMu CHOUCBHIBAIOT TOJMWJUIMOHA TOHH
JJIEKTPOHHOM ammapatypbl, U Toibko 100 ThICSY yCTPOHCTB
HCIONB3YIOT B JaJIbHEHIIEM TOC/ie MOJIEPHU3AILUH, OCTAJIbHBIE KE
C)KHUTAIOT WM BEIOPACHIBAIOT.

4. Pemenwem  3TOM  mpoOneMbl  MOXET  CTaTh  CO3JaHUE
YCOBEPIIEHCTBOBAHHBIX JIEKTPOHHBIX YCTPOUCTB, KOTOPbIE UMENH
OBl BO3MO)KHOCTh JTAJIBHEHINIErO HCITOIB30BAHUS.

5. OmHa u3 HeMenkux (GupM cosnana TeICBU30pP, KOTOPBIA COMCPIKUT
Bcero 39 rpamm miaactuka v 50 rpaMM TOKCHYHBIX MaTEpUAJIOB.

ARTICLE 4.
Read the article
GLOBAL WARMING
Human activity is altering the composition of the atmosphere in ways
that could bring rapid changes in climate. Although naturally occurring
greenhouse gases keep the Earth's surface warm by trapping infrared
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radiation given off by the sun, human activity is increasing the
concentration of these gases, as well as adding new, more dangerous
chemicals to the atmosphere.

Harmful gases are released into the air and mix with the water in clouds
to produce acid rain. Acid rain causes great damage to the plant and animal
life, and can slowly eat away the stone on the outside walls of the buildings.

Carbon dioxide, the most important greenhouse gas, has increased in the
atmosphere over the past four decades from the burning of fossil fuels and,
more recently, from deforestation. Carbon dioxide is pouring into
atmosphere from motor vehicles and factories. The increase in carbon
dioxide is made worse by the cutting down the forests.

But perhaps the most dangerous is the production of chemically
synthesized chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), which are used in cooling systems
and aerosol spray cans and in the production of some fast food containers.
This greenhouse gas has been blamed for heating up the atmosphere as well
as thinning the upper level of the atmosphere, the ozone layer.

Many scientists are predicting an increase of about 1 degree Celsius in
the global mean temperature by 2025 and a 3-degree increase by the end of
the next century.

From “The Week”
Activities
1. Find out the meaning of the words and use them in sentences of
your own.
Rapid, greenhouse gases, chemicals, acid rain, increase, fossil fuels,
deforestation, carbon dioxide, cooling system, blame.

2. Answer the questions.

1) Why does the protection of nature become one of the most burning

problems?

2) What is the reason for the depletion of the ozone layer?

3) What is “the green house effect”? How can it influence the climate on
our planet?

4) Why is acid rain dangerous?

5) Using the notes below talk about global warming.

12

Solutions governments regulate emissions of greenhouse
gases, reduce industrial emissions, use
alternatively energy sources (solar/tidal/hydro-
electric power), install purification filters, etc

Problems of global | droughts, desertification, fiercer rainfall in high
warming areas, health problems, storms
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6) Translate the sentences into English.
1)  KucnoTHblid 10X/Ab OKa3blBaeT OTPHUIIATEIbHOE BO3JIEHCTBHE Ha

BOIOEMBI - 03€pa, PEKH, 3aUBBI, MPYAbl - TOBBIMAS HUX
KHCJIOTHOCTB JI0 TAKOr'O YPOBHS, YTO B HUX MOruOaer ¢uopa u
¢ayHa.

2) Ecnu coxpaHMTCS TEHACHIHUS TIOOAIBHOTO MOTEIUICHHS, 3TO
NPUBEACT K HM3MCHCHHUIO MOTOAbI U YBEIHYCHHIO KOIHYECTBA
0CaJKOB, YTO, B CBOIO OuYepellb, MPUBEAET K MOABEMY YpPOBHSI
MHPOBOTO OKEaHa.

3)  CornacHo uccieq0BaHUsM, TAPHUKOBBINA 3P QEKT, BOZHUKAIOIIUI
B pe3ylbTaTe HarpeBaHus aTMocdepbl TEIUIOBOW 3HEpruei,
YISP)KUBAEMOW MAPHUKOBBIMH Ta3aMH, SBIACTCS KIIOYEBBIM
MIPOLIECCOM, PETYJIMPYIOIINM TEMITEpaTypy 3eMiIn.

4)  Cuwuraercs, 4YTO aHTPOIIOI€HHBIE a9PO30JIH, OCOOEHHO CYIb(aTHI,
BhIOpachiBacMble TPH  CXKHIAHWH  TOIUIMBA, BIMSIIOT —Ha
OXJIQXKJIEHHE aTMOC(EPHI.

5)  YBenuueHue KOJIMYECTBA HEKOTOPBIX ra30B (JIByOKHCH YIIIeposa,
BOJSHOIO TMapa W METaHa) YBEJIMYUBACT TEMIEPaTypy
atMocdepel. JTO  BieYeTr 33 cO0OOW  3HAYMTEIIBHBIC
KJIMMaTHYECKHE H3MCHEHHSI.

ARTICLE 5.

Read the article
DEFORESTATION

The rapid reduction of forest land around the globe appears on every list
of critical environmental issues. One of the major problems is the
destruction of the rainforests in South America. They are home to half the
world's species and to millions of people. Moreover, the rainforests clean the
air by absorbing carbon dioxide and giving out oxygen. The trees are being
cut down for paper or to make room for cattle farms. As a result, birds and
animals lose their homes and die. This destruction is also bringing about
changes in the climate, air pollution, flooding, drought and famine. If we
continue to burn and cut down the rainforests as we are doing now, the earth
will never be the same again. Its effects are of importance to all living
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things. Forests absorb carbon dioxide from the air and supply oxygen. They
are home to fragile plants and fascinating creatures, and they have
provided people with fuel, food, and shelter for centuries. But with the
growth in human population, forests have been converted into farms,
commercial enterprises, and industrial developments. It is estimated that
every year 6.3 million hectares of tropical forest alone are cleared for
agriculture and that 4.4 million hectares are used in commercial logging.
This involves big corporations buying large chunks of forest in order to fell
and export timber to Europe, Japan, and North America. One-tenth of all the
timber for this market comes from tropical forests from such countries as
Brazil, Indonesia, Malaysia, and the Philippines.
From “The Week”
Activities

1. Find out the meaning of the words and use them in sentences of

your own.
Carbon dioxide, rainforest, logging, fell, timber, shelter, absorb, drought,
famine, absorb.

2. Answer the questions.

1) Why are forests on our planet disappearing fast?

2) Why are rain forests so important for life on the earth?

3) What should we do to prevent forests from disappearing?

3. Match the suggestions with their results.

Suggestions a) educate people about danger of forest fires,
b) encourage people to buy only recycled paper,
¢) pay people to plant more trees

Results a) logging companies not cut down so many trees for
paper manufacturers,

b) new forests grow & people earn money by helping the
environment rather than destroying it,

c) forest fires not destroy animals trees or plants

Use the beginning and ending given, as well as the ideas in Ex. 3, to
write an article entitled "Save our Forests".

Not so long ago, most of the dry land on our planet was covered with
forests. Today, most of these forests, as well as many of the plants and
animals which used to live in them, have disappeared. What is more, they
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14

will continue to do so unless we start taking drastic measures to save them
now, while we still have time...

... Such measures would not only help our forests to survive, but also the
rare plants and animals which are only just surviving there today. The time
has come to stop the destruction and begin the healing.

4. Translate into English.

1) OnHa 13 cepbe3HBIX IKOIOTHYECKUX MPOOIJIEM BCEro MUpa — 3TO JIECHBIE
TIOKapPBI, TOCKOJIBKY OHH YHHUYTOXKAIOT 3HAYUTEIIHLHYIO YaCTh JIECHBIX
MacCCHBOB.

2) YueHble MOJICYMTAIIH, YTO BCIEJACTBHE YHUUTOXKEHHS JIecoB 25%
IIPUMAaTOB BO BCEM MHpeE MOryT ucue3HyTh k 2030 roxy.

3) Buonoru cuMTaroT, 4TO JFOIM MOT'YT IOMOYb )KUBOTHBIM, CO3/1aBast
OOJIBIIIEC TAPKOB U 3aIIOBETHIKOB.

4) BripyOKka J1ecoB, 0X0Ta, 3arpsi3HEHNE OKPYXKAIOIIEeH Cpelbl MPUBOAUT K
WCYE3HOBEHUIO IIENBIX BUJIOB )KUBOTHBIX U PACTEHHH.

ARTICLE 6.
Read the article
HUMANS ARE ONE OF ABOUT 1.75 MILLION
IDENTIFIED SPECIES
Many scientists believe that millions more species inhabit our world

yet remain unidentified. Some species have become extinct after less than
half a million years, while other species have existed almost unchanged
for many millions of years. Contrary to popular belief, extinction is a
natural process. Based on fossil record, the average rate of extinction has
been one species out of every million per century. However, today
experts predict that at least one of every four species may become extinct
by 2050.

This worldwide endangerment of animals and plants is a phenomenon
of the 20th century. It is a-product of the continuing use of more and more
natural resources for a constantly growing human population. Thus, many
wildlife species become endangered because there is less wild space for
them to inhabit.

Unfortunately, we are witnessing a great wave of extinctions. The
current rate may be as high as several species per day. Among the species of

most concern are thosgﬁconﬁned to a single island or group of islands. These
N AL,
Gl

fe ¥ wamnnxas o

CEBACTONOILCLE R )

i

=

VHIBEPCHTET


http://www.novapdf.com
http://www.novapdf.com

15

"island" territories can also be cave systems, parks, and reserves that people
have created.

When species are isolated, they are vulnerable to environmental
changes and natural catastrophes. These are not the only causes of
endangerment to species. Hunting and air, water, and land pollution are also
responsible for reducing species numbers. So, directly or indirectly, species
are becoming threatened because of increasing human population.

Hunting

From the earliest times, burners have caused die extinction of species.
From the Stone Age up to the 18th century, mainly large animals were
hunted to extinction. But with the invention of guns, hunters targeted
smaller animals and birds. This accelerated the rate of extinction, especially
of birds.

Today, in theory, hunting is regulated in most countries, however, it
remains a major threat to the survival of many birds and animals.
Commercial hunting for ivory, skins, and other products continue to cause
the extinction of species . In the 21st century, scientists predict that plant
species, such as rare orchids and cacti, will become endangered from
hunting and collecting.

From ‘“Newsweek”
Activities
1. Find out the meaning of the words and use them in sentences of
your own.
Identified, species, extinct, fossil, endangerment, concern, threaten,
increasing, accelerate, survival, ivory.

2. Answer the questions.

1) What are the main reasons for the extinction of species?

2) Why does commercial hunting remain a major threat to the survival of
species?

3) What should people do to protect endangered species?

3. Read the introduction below, then match the viewpoints to the
reasons.

“Animals shouldn’t be kept in zoos,” Do you agree?
Most people enjoy going to the zoo and looking at the animals — but do the
animals enjoy it? In my opinion, it is completely wrong to keep animals in
Z00S.

Viewpoints

1) It’s cruel to take away an animal’s freedom.
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2) Zoos can be unhealthy places for animals.
3) Zoos can help to protect animals.

Reasons
a) animals in zoos are safe from hunters: species which can’t survive in wild
can be bred in captivity; would be better to save and protect the animals’
natural habitats
b) often kept alone in small cages, can’t move freely
¢) weather conditions may be unsuitable (e.g. too cold for lions, not cold
enough for polar bears)

Translate into English.

1) Dxonoru HaCYUTHIBAIOT OKOJIO 150 BUIOB, KOTOpPBIE HCYE3IIH C
Halllel MIaHeThl 32 MOCIEAHNE TPUCTA JIET.

2) Ceituac MBI YK€ HE MOXKEM ITOMOYB 3TUM 150-TH BHIaM, HO MBI
ere Morui Obl criacti 240 BUIOB, KOTOPbIE HAXOASTCS MO
YIPO30i.

3) BrIMupalOT He TONBKO KMBOTHBIE, HO U MHOTHE PacTeHNs,
KOTOpBIE 00J1aJaf0T YHUKaJIbHBIMU MEAUIIMHCKIMHU CBOHCTBAMH.

ARTICLE 7.

Read the article
EXTINCTION

Biological diversity — the variety among living organisms and their
habitats — is more threatened now than at any time in the past. Tropical
deforestation is the main reason behind this crisis, but the destruction of
temperate forests and the pollution of rivers, lakes, and oceans also play an
important role.

The total number of species is not known. Biologists estimate that there
are between 5 and 30 million species, many of them insects, tiny sea
creatures, and lesser known plants and animals. As these species become
extinct, they in turn take with them more of nature's wealth. The removal of
a single species, no matter how tiny, can set off a chain reaction affecting
many others. It has been estimated, for example, that a disappearing plant
can take with it up to 30 other species, including insects, higher animals,
and even other plants. Each species, no matter how small or obscure, plays
an essential role in maintaining the balance of nature.

Deforestation is the main reason that scientists estimate 25 percent of
primates worldwide could disappear before 2030. The illegal bushmeat
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trade is also a major threat. People have hunted wildlife for millenniums.
Poor rural dwellers have begun hunting endangered animals — many of
which are legally protected — to supply protein and cash. The trade is worth
more than $1 billion a year in West and central Africa, where hunters earn
$300 to $ 1,000 a year — much more than a typical household's annual
income. And officials often lake bribes rather than prosecute hunters.

The problem reaches far outside Africa. Illegal hunting has decimated
populations of some masaques in Vietnam, where the animals are eaten or
used to make medicines. Hunting hits monkeys and apes especially hard
because they have few babies over their long life spans. So killing just a few
individuals can have a tremendous impact.

From “Greening”
Activities

1. Find out the meaning of the words and use them in sentences of

your own.

Diversity, habitat, species, chain reaction, maintain, estimate, bushmeat
trade, dweller, hunt, endangered, bribe, prosecute, life span.

2. Answer the questions.
1) Why are some species of animals becoming extinct nowadays?
2) What should the government do to prevent animals from the illegal
hunting?
3) Why can the removal of a single species lead to disastrous
consequences?

3. Look at the table and discuss the solutions to these problems adding
any ideas of your own.

PROBLEMS SOLUTIONS
Destruction of - give financial support to poorer
habitat countries

- plant more trees
- protect jungles an forests

[llegal hunting - create more protected national parks

- introduce harsher punishments for
illegal hunters

- raise public awareness about
endangered species

4. Translate into English
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1) BbiMuparomnye BUAbI — 3T0 OHOIOTHYECKUE BUJIbI, KOTOPhIE
TIO/IBEP>KEHBI YIpO3€ BEIMUPAHHS B CHITY CBOEH Masion
YHCJICHHOCTH JIN0O KAaKUX-JIH00 (PaKTOPOB OKPYKAIOIICH CpeIbl.

2) Bo MHOruX cTpaHax ecTh 3aKOHBI, 00ECIIEUMBAOIIHE 3AIIUTY
BBEIMUPAIOIINM BHAM, HallpUMeEp 3alpeT Ha 0XOTY, OrpaHuYEHHE
OCBOEHUSI 3eMeJTb MJIH CO3aHue 3aMOBETHUKOB.

3) Ilpuumnoii 1us GecriokoiicTBa cTano OOJIBIIOE KOJINYECTBO BHIOB,
BBIMEpIIMX B TeueHUH npouubix 150 jer.

4) Ecnu TeMITbl BEIMUPAHUS COXPAHATCS HIIH YCKOPSITCS, TO YUCIIO
MCYE3aroNNX BUJIOB B CIEAYIONIEM JECSITUIETHH MOKHO Oyaer
WCYHCIIUTh B MAJIJTHOHAX.

5) BbIMHpAIOT HE TONBKO )KUBOTHBIE, HO © MHOTHE PaCTCHHS.
Cutyanust 0cOOEHHO cephe3Ha Ha OCTPOBAX, IJIE CYIIECTBYIOT
BU/IbI, HE U3BECTHBIE OOJIBILIE HUTJIE B MHPE.

ARTICLE 8.

British scientists are drawing up a project with the aim to save endangered
species. Study the article and share your point of view on this topic.

The "frozen ark" that could "save'" endangered species

It has been described as a project that "Noah would be proud of.
British scientists are preparing to create a "frozen ark", containing the
DNA of some of the world's most endangered species, so that should they
become extinct, something of them will remain. And future scientists will
be able to access this genetic material, to gain a better understanding of
the creature's place in evolutionary history or — if cloning technology
has continued to develop — to revive the species. The first beasts to board
the ark include the British field cricket, the Arabian horned oryx and the
mountain "chicken" — a type of frog living in the Dominican Republic,
which locals have eaten almost to extinction.

DNA can survive for thousands of years in fossils, but the material is
usually degraded, limiting the amount of information that can be gleaned
from it. To have any hope of cloning an extinct species, "you're going to
need the material in the best state possible because without that you can't
do anything", said Professor Alan Cooper, one of the scientists involved
with the project, based at the Natural History Museum in London.
Scientists predict that, in the next 30 years, 1,130 mammal species will
die out, mostly due to human activity.

From “The Week”
REVISION SECTION
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1. Agree or disagree with the statements.

1) Many people don’t understand the serious problem that can be caused by
litter.

2) The government has failed to get people to respect public places.

3) Nuclear tests should be banned.

4) A water shortage is a serious problem today.

5) Most of the pollution in big cities comes from cars.

2. Fill in the gaps with the words derived from the words in brackets.
There are many problems which 1)...................... (threat) our
natural environment. Acid rain, 2) .................. (globe) warming and
air and water 3) ............... (pollute) are among the most serious ones.
There are several ways to help improve the situation. Firstly, we should
encourage 4) ................ (recycle) becauseitistheS)...................
(produce) of new materials which causes the most damage. We must
learn to reuse things like plastic bags and glass jars. Secondly, driving an

environmentally-friendly car is also 6) ..................... (help).
Furthermore, joiningan 7) ................. (organize) which plants trees
or cleans up beaches would be 8) c.evvernvieiinnnnnnns (prove) that you
arereally9) ... (concern) about the environment.

3. Translate into English.
YEJIOBEK U OBIIECTBO B TAPMOHUM C [TPUPOJIOM

B coBpeMeHHBIX YCIIOBHSX Bce Ooiee M OoJjiee pacTyT BO3MOXKHOCTH U
MOTYILIECTBO  4YenoBeka. HaydHo-TEXHHYECKM  mporpecc  MO3BOJUII
WCMOJIE30BaTh BMECTO PYYHOTO TPYyAa W MAITUHHOW TEXHHKH AaTOMHYIO,
XUMHYCCKYI0, JIa3epHYIO, OWOJOTMYECKYI0 U JPYI'yI0 TEXHUKY |
TEXHOJIOTHIO.

BcenenctBue Takoro moaxojia 4eNOBEK CTal MCIOIb30BAaTh CPEICTBA,
HETaTHBHBIC TIOCIEICTBHUS BO3JCHCTBUS KOTOPBIX MAryOHBI B TIIOOATBHBIX
Macmtabax. KommdecTtBo  KHCIOpoda, TOTPEOIIEMOTO  OTACIHHBIMU
CTpaHaMU, YXE TIPEBBINIACT BBIPA0OTKY €ro pacTeHUSMH 3THUX CTpaH.
Tpormuueckue eca — TIIaBHBIC «IETKHE» 3eMJIM — BBIPYOJICHBI Ooyiee 4yeM
Ha 40%. Ilon yrpo3od HCYE3HOBEHMS ceWuyac MOYTH ThICAYa BHJIOB
JKUBOTHBIX U 25 ThICAY BUJIOB PACTEHUH.

B mocrienHue Toabl MEIUITMHA CTONKHYJIACh C MaJOU3BECTHBIMH JIO CHUX
mop npobjaeMaMu YXYAIICHHUS TPUPOTHON IKOIOTHYCCKONH O0OCTAHOBKH,
XPOHUYECKAMH CTPECCaMH, CHIDKCHHEM HWMMYHUTETa, W3MCHCHHEM
palyioHa TMHTAaHUS W MHOTUMH JIPYTUMHU HETATUBHBIMH (DaKTOPaMH.
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BeipyOka J1€cOB, 3arpsi3HEHHE OKPYXKAaIOIIeH Cpeibl MPOMBIIUICHHBIMH
OTXOZIaMH M aBTOTPAHCIIOPTOM YK€ BBI3BAIHM TJIOOATBHOE MOTEIJICHUE
IUIaHeThl. bBe3rpaMoTHOE HCMOJb30BAHUE TMECTUIMIOB, MHHEPAJIbHBIX
yIOOpeHHH, 3arps3HEHHWEe BOABL, PE3YJbTaThl BIMSHUS HA  JIFOJCH
YepHOOBUTLCKON KaTacTpodbl — 9TO JaNeKO HE TOJHBIA MNepedyeHb
(bakTOpOB, BBI3BIBAIOIIMX OMACHBIC M3MEHEHHS B KIIETKaX YEIOBEYECKOTO
OpraHu3Ma, pocT 3a00JICBaHUH M CMEPTHOCTH.

Periienue mpoOieMbl COXpaHEeHHs KAueCTBa KH3HH YETOBEKa HEBO3MOXKHO
0e3 pelIeHust SKOJIOTMYECKIX PoOIeM: coxpaHeHHs GIIopsl U (payHsl,
HPUPOJTHOM CPEIBI U COXPAHEHHST 030HOBOTO CIIOS.
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